
Transcription Document H99

 (39) ROBERT WILLIAM BRYANT: born at Stickney, Lincolnshire, June 30,
1856. He was the son of a local preacher, and the grandson of the Rev. Robert
Bryant, whose memory is still cherished by old Lincolnshire Methodists. From his
boyhood his health was delicate, but that did not prevent his forming and maintaining
studious habits. In his fourteenth year he was led to yield himself wholly to God, and
from then ‘till the time of his death he knew the joy of consecration. Being obliged
by ill health to leave England, he went to South Africa, intending to devote himself
to tuition. But God had other work for him. He was called to the Ministry, and,
though barely twenty-one years of age, was sent to found a Methodist Church at
Bethlehem, in the Orange Free State. For fourteen years he rendered good service to
Methodism in various parts of South Africa. Compelled by bereavement to return to
England in 1889, he was appointed first to the Pembroke Circuit, then to Brighton,
and finally to Ealing and Acton. Each of these spheres he filled with great acceptance
and success. His preaching was of a high order; his sermons having not only the
finish of a cultured mind and a chaste style, but also the unction which comes of a
saintly character.

His goodness was remarkable for its modesty and unconsciousness. In his gentleness
of spirit and devotion to his work, he displayed much of the mind of Christ. His last
sermons were preached on Easter Sunday. Seized by influenza, with various
complications, he lingered for nearly nine weeks, bearing his sufferings with much
fortitude. For the sake of his motherless daughter, and still more for the sake of the
work he loved so well, he wished to live, but was resigned to the will of God.  On
June 19, in the forty-first year of his age and the twentieth of his ministry, he was
called to his reward.



 (36) EDWARD SMITH:  born at Bolton, March 31, 1849.  He spent much of his
early life among working men, and gained an insight into their ways and needs
which was of great service to him in his ministry.  After a successful course at
Didsbury College he was stationed at Cheadle in 1871, where he gave evidence of
those special evangelistic gifts which became a distinguishing feature of his ministry,
and led to his appointment as district missionary in Staffordshire and Lincolnshire,
and to the London Mission in St. John's Square, where some of the best work of his
life was done. He raised it from a ruin to a strong and vigorous Church abounding in
converts rescued from infidelity and sin. Throughout his ministry his preaching was
most fruitful in conversions. His sermons were prepared with the utmost care. They
were eminently practical and spiritual, and possessed the prophetic note; being
delivered with great fervour by a man of commanding personality, they frequently
produced a remarkable effect upon his congregation. He was equally powerful as a
speaker, and was welcomed on every platform; but in later years his unconquerable
aversion to publicity led him to confine his activities within Circuit boundaries. His
unceasing pastoral care won him the love of multitudes in every Circuit where he
laboured. His sympathetic nature made the afflictions of the people his own. He
understood the working man, and was his steadfast friend; and the working man
understood and loved him. His devotion to duty was pathetic. In the days of his
weakness he still strove to compass all the duties of a Methodist preacher His fine
physique matched a mind the powers of which he diligently cultivated to the last. A
man of such individuality naturally had a strong will and made it felt, but he
commanded universal respect, and won the passionate devotion of many. At
Scarborough, his last Circuit appointment, he preached with wonderful effect. He
said to a colleague, " I feel the old power coming back," while a hearer remarked that
" he was in his very best form, as in the St. John's Square days." This was the final
flash of a burning and shining light. He had suffered from heart disease for years, and
the breakdown came on May 18, 1902, when he preached for the last time. In his
illness he uttered many terse and characteristic sayings expressive of his faith and
hope in Jesus Christ. He composed his own epitaph: "Edward Smith, satisfied with
Jesus." On June 6, 1902, he fell on sleep in the fifty-fourth year of his age and the
thirty-first of his ministry.



(34) OWEN WATKINS: born at Worsley, near Manchester, July 17, 1842.  He was
of Welsh extraction.  From earliest childhood he enjoyed the influences of a
Christian home, and his personal decision was taken when he was fourteen years old.
 In 1863 he became a candidate for the Ministry, was accepted for missionary work,
and went to Richmond College; but, being judged unfit physically for foreign sevice,
he was transferred to the home work.  He laboured with notable success for some
years in English circuits, then offered himself again for the mission field, and was
sent to South Africa in 1876. There his strenuous and devoted service was greatly
blessed to the rapidly developing cause. After three years in Natal he entered the
Transvaal, and organised that country and Swaziland into a new District. He took a
leading part in initiating our mission to Mashonaland, and in July 1891 conducted the
first Methodist service there. He also served as Acting Chaplain in the Zulu and first
Transvaal War. Ill-health compelled him to return to England. In 1892 he was
elected a member of the Legal Conference, and the next year resumed his work in the
home circuits. Almost from the beginning of his ministry he was in touch with the
central affairs of the Church. In the large number of special tasks that fell to his lot,
his administrative abilities enabled him to render conspicuous service. Having a
powerful personality and remarkable strength of will, he could always adapt himself
to meet a situation and conquer its difficulties. Amid all his varied activities the
saving of souls and the spiritual interests of the Church dominated his thought. His
preaching was charged with evangelical power and his vigorous missionary
advocacy had a wide appeal. Alert in thought, fearlessly direct in speech and action,
fundamentally just and kind, he won in a marked degree the respect and affection of
his brethren in the Ministry and of the churches for whom he laboured. He was
serving for a fourth year in the Chelsea Circuit when the call came; and it was
characteristic of him that the interests of Methodism occupied his mind to the end.
On December 22, 1915 in the seventy-fourth year of his age and the fifty-second of
his ministry, he passed into the heavenly life as one whose work was fully done and
whose reward was ready.
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