Saturday. THE LEEK POST

Death of Mr. John Hall, J.P.

PASSING OF A GREAT CITIZEN.
Prominent Manufacturer and Church Worker.




We deeply regret to record the death
of our well-known townsman, Mr, Jolin
Hall, J.P., which oceurred on Sunday at
Monte Carlo, France, where he went in
Februcey last  for the benefit of his
health. '

Mr. Hall was one of the town's two
nonagenariens, having attained his 00th
vear in January last, when he was the
recipient of congratulations from friends
in Leek and district, and was then in
wonderful health considering his age. He
has for over half a century heen one of
the town's leading citizens and maost
prominent business men.

The deceased was o son of My, Thomas
Alexander Hall, a farmer, of Ipstones,
and a brother of Mrs. Tatton, of West- ]
fields, Leek, who died a fortnight ago at
the age of B86.

FARLY ASSOCIATION: WITH
BROUGH'S.

Coming to Leek when he was 11 Mr.
Hall was ecpprenticed to Messrs, J. and
J. Brough and Co., silk manufacturers.
There were three brothers in the firm.
They had a werehouse in Union Street,
and were engaged in the manufacture of
sewing silks.

In the course of time he became a
traveller for the firm, snd was very suc-
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eessful in that capacity. Endowed with
keen foresight and business acumen. Mr.
Hall guickly became impressed with the
possibilities for development, and the idea
of taking up the manufacture of other
goods than sewing silks possessed him so
strongly that he appecled to the firm {o
lallow him to begin with certain goods.
These were successfully made, and it

soon became necessary for him to leave |

“the road,” and give himself wholly to

the manufacture ot new classes of goods |

in which he was entirely successful.

It was about the year 1869, that Mr.
Hall became a partner in the firm, and
the husiness developed to such an extent
that new premises were acquired. New
mills and cottages for the workpeople
were erected, mainly under Mr. Hall's
direction and by his planning. The Silk
Mills at Chesdle were purchased for their
new goods, and a new Mill, planned and
designed hy Mr. Hall, was built, finding
employment for over 300 persons.  Mr.
Hall designed the new Mill in Ashbourne
Road ; entirely planned the extensions
and dwellings owned by the firm, and he
also planned and designed the extension
of the new mill at Cheadle.

APPOINTED A DIRECTOR.

Mr. Hall became a Director of the firm
in 1907, when it was formed into a limited
company. He was regularly in attend-
ance at the mills, end along with his
colleagues was untiring in his efforts to
carry the firm to a higher pinnacle of
success. About this time, trade was
opened up in London, which extended so
rapidly that a warehouse became neces-
sary, and extensions were carried out
later.
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The progress of the firm was phenome-
nal. At the outset they emploved from
60 to 70 hands, but so extensive had the
firm’s connections become that the num-
Ler of emplovees grew apace, and to-day
something like 2,000 are now in their
emnloy at Leek, Cheadle and London.

[n 1895 Mre. Hell had the honéur of
condueting the Duchess of Teck over some
of the departments in the Mill, and a
loom was arranged for the weaving of silk
ribbon, elaborately designed, containing
a copy of the duchess's autograph, mono-
cgram, and coronet.

On July 28th, 1900, the mills were
agein visited by royalty, this time by the
present King and Queen (then Duke and
Duchess of York) who came to Leek and
laid the foundation stone of the Carr
Gymnasium, and, while here, they were
conducted over the different departments
of the Mills by Mr. Hall and the late Sir
Arthur Nicholson, and on that occesion
a loom was arranged for the weaving of
ribbons, on which appeared the portraits
of the Roval visitors. In 1913, the firm
were honoured by a second visit by their
Majesties, the King and Queen,

PUBLIC AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES.

Notwithstanding the claims of expand-
ing business made upon him, Mr. Hall
found time to devote to the public and
social life of the Town, and, as far as
he was able, gave freely of his time to
the furtherance of institutions and inter-
ests in which he was interested.

Like his father, Mr. Hall was a devout
Wesleyan. He attended Brunswick
Church, and was a generous supporter
and contributor to the wvarions church
movements. In 1873 he became Superin-
tendent of the West Street Sunday
School, a position which he held con-
tinuously to the time of his death. Dur-
ing that long period, he always took deep
interest in the welfare of children and
yvoung people, many thousands having
received instruction from him. and what




they owe to him for his precept and in-
struction is evidenced by the regard en-
tertained for him, and the messages re-
ceived from distant places from time to
[time. Mr. Hall devoted himself
‘wholeheartedly to the furthersnce of the
work of his church, which he repre-
sented at Conferences, and he filled most
(of the office’ open to a Layman.

In 1874 he established the present Day
|School at West Street. It was a mixed
school, and the first of its kind in the
town, and the attendance increcsed so
rapidly that extensions soon became
necessary, towards the cost of which con-
|siderable sums of money were raised.
IAII along he kept oo fatherly eve,
and, where possible, & gniding hand, on
the various branches of work in connec-
tion with his church, and was ever ready
and willing to do everything possible {fo
further the causes which le lhad
50 much at hgnrt. He had a lot
to do with the erection of a number of
chapels and schools in the Leek Cireuit,
and 16 vears ago provided the Wesleyen
Institute at a cost of £2,600.

HIS APPOINTMENT AS MAGISTRATE

Mr. Hall was appointed a Justice of
the Peace 36 years ago, but on his co-
director, the late Sir Arthur Nicholson,
becoming Chairman of the Leek Bench,
and slways in attendance, Mr. Hall sel-
dom sat of late vears,

In  Nov., 1922, Mr. Hall presided at
the unveiling of the Memorial on Ball
Haye Green, crected to perpetuate the
memory of the men belonging to the
Green who fell in the Great War., He
made a touching reference to the object,
and showed his practical sympathy by
giving a very liberal subscription.

CGREAT WORK FOR EDUCATION,

A matter that always made a stirring
appeal to Mr. Hall was the subject of
Hducation, and in furtherance of this he
spared  no  effort and  gave liberally,
He had been chairman of the Leek High-
er Education Committee for a considerable
time, and when he was able made a point
of sttending Speech Davs in connection
with Leek High School, and frequently
' presided on those oceasions.,

He was a  prominent member and
President of the Literary and Debating
Saciety, which was in existence in Leck
many years ago,




" IR - etiatin Sl —

HIS GENEROUS NATURE.

i All who knew him intimately will de-
'seribe Mr. Hall as a lovable man of
genial disposition and possessing a kind-
Iy nature. He was a good and interest-
ing compenion, because of his intellectual
knowledie  paed oursuits. - His  know-,
Jedga- e oLl Niim g see. beauby ik
things which soine others wonld pass by.
He was a type of man that can ill be
spared in any community; he knew his
own mind, and when he had decided npon
any particuler course, nothing could turn
him from it. He was good-natured, gave
liberally to the deserving, but always in
an unostentatious way, and will he great.
Iy missed.

An  excellent conversationalist and
speaker Mr. Hall's services were alweys
much sought after, and he had offi-
ciated as chairman or speaker at numer-
ous functions of all kinds. He had heen
an abstainer and non-smoker practically
all his life, and considered this had con-
tributed to his longevity.

1t is well known that Mr. Hall had tra-
velled largely, having visited most coun-
tries in Furope, Africa, Asia, parts of
Asia Minor, Smyrna, Spitzbergen
Maderia, etc., and of course, the United
States end Canada. He had had a wide
experience of men and things, and could
relate many personal anecdotes and in-
variably saw the humorous side of things.

HIS WORK FOR TECHNICAL
INSTRUCTION.

On the resignation of the late Mr. Jno.
Robinson, Mr. Hall was appointed Chair-
man of the School of Art, and shortly
afterwards Leek Urben District Council
asked him to teke in hand the formation
of a Technical School for the town, and
it was mainly through his efforts that one
was established. He knew something of
the Continental schools and their me-
thods, and subsequently visited and in-
spected the Technical Schools in Berlin.
Leipzig, Chemnitz, Dresden, Munich, and
other places. The lerge buildings were
erected at Leek, with added provision for
a High School, which still exists, and he
has been chairman of both since they were
opened ; also of the new Council School.

TRIBUTE TO HIS LATE WIFE.

AMr. Hall had been a widower 26 years.
Many of the older residents will remem-
ber the late Mrs. Hall was an active per-
sonality in a long list of philanthropic
movements in Leek and district, not only
in connection with the Wesleyvan Com-
munion, with which the Hell family are
so prominently identified, but also for the
general welfare of the town:
The great hoys' home con-
ducted by Dr., Stephenson, and to
which  Wesleyan Methodism contributed
so largely, was also amongst her cherish-
"l ed schemes, and she not only liberally as-
sisted its funds herself, but as a collector,
aroused o wide interest in the work and
obtained much support for it from others.
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THE MARIE HALL HOME.

For some years Mr. Hall was Chairman
of Directors of a  Weslevan College at
Congleton, which sfter it was closed, he
purchased, with the extensive grounds,
anil had the place remodelled and very
largely extended for us¢ at a Home for
poor boys. It is now known as the Na-
tional Children's Home. There is accom-
modation for 170 boys, residence for the
Governor and family, and 14 Sisters. It
was <L.~u_,tl‘ ted ““ The Marie Hall Home,"'
and was dedicated to his late wife, who
always took a deep interest in the wel-
fare of poor children.  Though mainly




supported by Wesleyvans, it is conducted
on undenominational lines. On the board
at the entrance to the Home appears the
words ** Need, not Creed.”” Mr. Hall
expended over £20,000 on this excellent
charity. %

He received the following letter from
the Wesleyan Methodist Conference, sit-
ting at Middlesbrough, in July, 1921.—
Dear Mr. Hall,—We have much pleasure
in sending you the following resolution
whiclt  was lheartily and unanimously
adopted in the Representotive Session:— |

The Conference expresses its grateful |
appreciation of the gift by Mr. John

Hall, of the Congleton Branch to the

National Children’s Home and Orphan-

age. We rejoice in your generous help

to a cause which is so precious to us
all, and feel confident that it will give
you growing satisfection.—Believe us,
dear Mr. Hall, yours sincerely, J. Al-

fred Sharp (President), John E.

Wakerley (Secretary).

Although so advanced in years, Mr.
|Hall was at the mill regularly, and car-
'ried out public duties es far as he was
able,, and up to a few months ago could
be seen in the street, light of step, and
displaying physical and mental alertness
to a marked degree.




THE LEEK POST
Saturday 29th March 1930

Death of Mr. John Hall,
Passing of a Great Citizen
Prominent Manufacturer and Church Worker

We deeply regret to record the death of our well-known townsman, Mr. John Hall, J.P., which occurred
on Sunday at Monte Carlo, France, where he went in February last for the benefit of his health.

Mr. Hall was one of the town's™ two nonagenarians, having attained his 90th year in January
last, when he was the recipient of congratulations from friends in Leek and district, and was
then in wonderful health considering his age. He has for over half a century been one of the
town's leading citizens and most prominent business men.

The deceased was 2 son of Mr. Thomas Alexander Hall, a farmer, of Ipstones, and a brother of Mrs.
Tatton, of Westfields, Leek, who died a fortnight ago at the age of 86.



EARLY ASSOCIATION WITH BROUGH'S.

Coming to Leek when he was 14 Mr. Hall was apprenticed to Messrs. J..and J. Brough and
Co., silk manufacturers. There were three brothers in the firm. They had a warehouse in
Union Street, and were engaged in the manufacture of sewing silks.

In the course of time lie became a traveller for the firm, and was very successful in that
capacity. Endowed with keen foresight and business acumen. Mr. Hall quickly became
impressed with the possibilities for development, and the idea of taking up the manufacture
of other goods than sewing silks possessed him so strongly that he appealed to the firm to
allow him to begin with certain goods. These were successfully made, and it soon became
necessary for him to leave "the road," and give himself wholly to the manufacture of new
classes of goods in which he was entirely successful.

It was about the year 1869, that Mr. Hall became a partner in the firm, and the business
developed to such an extent that new premises were acquired. New mills and cottages for
the workpeople were erected, mainly under Mr. Hall's direction and by his planning. The
Silk Mills at Cheadle were purchased for their new goods, and a new Mill, planned and
designed by Mr. Hall, was built, finding employment for over 300 persons. Mr. Hall
designed the new Mill in Ashbourne Road; entirely planned the extensions and dwellings
owned by the firm, and he also planned and designed the extension of the new mill at
Cheadle.

APPOINTED A DIRECTOR.

Mr. Hall became a Director of the firm in 1907, when it was formed into a limited company.
He was regularly in attendance at the mills, and along with his colleagues was untiring in
his efforts to carry the firm to a higher pinnacle of success. About this time, trade was
opened up in London, which extended so rapidly that a warehouse became necessary, and
extensions were carried out later.

The progress of the firm was phenomenal. At the outset they employed from 60 to 70
hands, but so extensive had the firm's connections become that the number of employees
grew apace, and to-day something like 2,000 are now in their employ at Leek, Cheadle and
London.

In 1895 Mr. Hall had the honour of conducting the Duchess of Teck over some of the
departments in the Mill, and a loom was arranged for the weaving of silk ribbon,
elaborately designed, containing a copy of the duchess's autograph, monogram, and
coronet.



On July 28th, 1900, the mills were again visited by royalty, this time by the present King
and Queen (then Duke and Duchess of York) who came to Leek and laid the foundation
stone of the Carr Gymnasium, and, while here, they were conducted over the different
departments of the Mills by Mr. Hall and the late Sir Arthur Nicholson, and on that
occasion a loom was arranged for the weaving of ribbons, on which appeared the
portraits of the Royal visitors. In 1913, the firm were honoured by a second visit by their
Majesties, the King and Queen.

PUBLIC AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES.

Notwithstanding the claims of expanding business made upon him, Mr. Hall found time to
devote to the public and social life of the Town, and, as far as he was able, gave freely of his
time to the furtherance of institutions and interests in which he was interested.

Like his father, Mr. Hall was a devout Wesleyan. He attended Brunswick Church, and was a
generous supporter and contributor to the various church movements. In 1873 he became
Superintendent of the West Street Sunday School, a position which he held continuously
to the time of his death. During that long period, he always took deep interest in the
welfare of children and young people, many thousands having received instruction from
him, and what they owe to him for his precept and instruction is evidenced by the regard
entertained for him, and the messages received from distant places from time to time.
Mr. Hall devoted himself wholeheartedly to the furtherance of the work of his church, which he
represented at Conferences, and he filled most of the offices open to a Layman.

In 1874 he established the present Day School at West Street. It was a mixed school, and
the first of its kind in the town, and the attendance increased so rapidly that extensions
soon became necessary, towards the cost of which considerable sums of money were
raised. All along he kept a fatherly eye, and, where possible, a. guiding hand, on the
various branches of work in connection with his church, and was ever ready and willing to
do everything possible to further the causes which he had so much at heart. He had a lot to do
with the erection of a number of chapels and schools in the Leek Circuit, and 16 years ago provided the
Wesleyan Institute at a cost of £2,000.

HIS APPOINTMENT AS MAGISTRATE
Mr. Hall was appointed a Justice of the Peace 36 years ago, but on his co-director, the

late Sir Arthur Nicholson, becoming Chairman of the Leek Bench, and always in
attendance, Mr. Hall seldom sat of late years.



In Nov., 1922, Mr. Hall presided at the unveiling of the Memorial on Ball Haye Green,
erected to perpetuate the memory of the men belonging to the Green who fell in the
Great War. He wades touching reference to the object, and showed his practical
sympathy by giving a very liberal subscription.

GREAT WORK FOR EDUCATION.

A matter that always made a stirring appeal to Mr. Hall was the subject of Education, and
in furtherance of this he spared no effort and gave liberally. He had been chairman of the
Leek Higher Education Committee for a considerable time, and when he was able made a
point of attending Speech Days in connection with Leek High School, and frequently
presided on those occasions.

He was a. prominent member and President of the Literary and Debating Society, which
was in existence in Leek many years ago.

HIS GENEROUS NATURE.

All who knew him intimately will describe Mr. Hall as a lovable man of genial disposition
and possessing a kindly nature. He was a good and interesting companion, because of his
intellectual knowledge and pursuits. His knowledge also enabled him to see beauty in things
which some others would pass by. He was a type of man that can ill be spared in any
community; he knew his own mind, and when he had decided upon any particular course,
nothing could turn him from it. He was good-natured, gave liberally to the deserving, but
always in an unostentatious way, and will be greatly missed.

An excellent conversationalist and speaker Mr. Hall's services were always much sought
after, and he had officiated as chairman or speaker at numerous functions of all kinds. He
had been an abstainer and non-smoker practically all his life, and considered this had con-
tributed to his longevity.

It is well known that Mr. Hall had travelled largely, having visited most countries in Europe,
Africa, Asia, parts of Asia Minor, Smyrna, Spitzbergen Maderia; etc., and of course, the
United States and Canada. He had had a wide experience of men and things, and could
relate many personal anecdotes and invariably saw the humorous side of things.

HIS WORK FOR TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION.

On the resignation of the late Mr. Jno. Robinson. Mr. Hall was appointed Chairman of the

School of Art, and shortly afterwards Leek Urban District. Council asked him to take in hand

the formation of a Technical School for the town, and it was mainly through his efforts that
4



one was established. He knew something of the Continental schools and their methods, and
subsequently visited and inspected the Technical Schools in Berlin, Leipzig, Chemnitz,
Dresden, Munich, and other places. The large buildings were erected at Leek, with added
provision for a High School, which still exists, and he has been chairman of both since they
were opened; also of the new Council School.

TRIBUTE TO IHS LATE WIFE.

Mr. Hail had been a widower 26 years. Many of the older residents will remember the late
Mrs. Hall was an active personality in a long list of philanthropic movements in Leek and
district, not only in connection with the Wesleyan Communion, with which the Hall family
are so prominently identified, but also for the general welfare of the town.

The great. boys' home conducted by Dr. Stephenson, and to which Wesleyan Methodism
contributed so largely, was also amongst her cherished schemes, and she not only liberally
assisted its funds herself, but as a collector, aroused is wide interest in the work and obtained
much support for it from others.

THE MARIE HALL HOME.

For some years Mr. Hall was Chairman of Directors of a Wesleyan College at Congleton,
which after it was closed, he purchased, with the extensive grounds, and had the place
remodelled and very largely extended for use at a Home for poor boys. It is now known as
the National Children's Home. There is accommodation for 170 hoys, residence for the
Governor and family, and 14 Sisters. It was designated "The Marie Hall Home,'" and was
dedicated to his late wife, who always took a deep interest in the welfare of poor children.
Though mainlysupported by Wesleyans, it- is conducted on undenominational lines. On the
board at the entrance to the Home appears the words "Need, not Creed." Mr. Hall expended
over £20,000 on this excellent charity.

He received the following letter from the Wesleyan Methodist Conference, sitting at
Middlesbrough, in July, 1921.—Dear Mr. Hall,—We have much pleasure in sending you
the following -resolution which was heartily and unanimously adopted in the
Representative Session:—
The Conference expresses its grateful appreciation of the gift by Mr. John Hall, of the
Congleton Branch to the National Children's Home and Orphanage. We rejoice in
your generous help to a cause which is so precious to us all, and feel confident that
it will give you growing satisfaction.—Believe us, dear Mr. Hall, yours sincerely. J.
Alfred Sharp (President), John E. Wakerley (Secretary).



Although so advanced in years, Mr. Hall was at the mill regularly, and carried out public
duties as far as he was able, and up to a few months ago could be seen in the street,
light of step, and displaying physical and mental alertness to a marked degree.
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