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EXTRACTS OF INFORMATION WHICH MRS, HENRY KENYON WROTE IN THE 1955
JUBILEE YEAR PIONEER QUESTIONNAIRES, AND NOW KEPT IN. THE SASKATCHEWAN

ARCHIVES IN SASKATOON,

Background

Mrs, Henry Joshua Kenyon came to Canada in 1895 with her #£ther,
mother, and two brothers, from Surrey, England. Fer father, Robert
Bagg, had been a tailor. Mrs, Kenyon writes, "I came with my parents.

Two brothers had come out previously, attracted by the outdoor 1life in

preference to office 1life in London, England. My father was experiencing

financial difficulties in his business....Three sisters followed in
1899 and another in 1908," (Questionnaire #2)

"I remember how long the journey seemed, how the masquitoes
tormented us, What a small place Winnipeg looked after being used
to London, England. The stranpge looking houses and cabins and shacks
we saw on the way."® The Bagps first settled “on a farm in the
Chickney district., Chickney was just a Post Office and general
store, We stayed for a few weeks with people of the name Snow."

On Janut;y 8, 1902, being then about 23 years old, Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Kenyon were married in the Lorlie district. Mrs. Kenyon traded
at Pheasant Forks until 1902, "After my marriage we traded at
Chickney about five miles. In 1905, the Kirkella branch line of the
CPR came through, and a town came into existence at Lemberg, 33 miles
from our place, A few years later a branch line of the CNR came
through Lorlie and Finnie, and Pheasant Forks was no longer a trading

Post.” (Questiornaire #2)
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LEMEERG

Lemberg was created a village in 1904; the men who made
application for this status were Th-mas lcBee, Otto Kreinke,
Rowlaﬁd Hall, and Walter Hermiston., In the application they
included the names of the residents of the hamlet: Beaker;

A. Walker and J. Carrol; Jas. Horne, Otto Kreinke and Ka;e Kréinke;
Wm, Ton; Walter Hermiston; Ed Aldou_s: Wm, Re.{ardon; George lLeCain;
H.M. Aldous; T. E}e@cher; Jacob Lictenwald. ’

Tﬂé history of Lemberg, however, goes back much further
than its consummatign as a town,in 1907, and as a village. Years
previous to its building, peovle never dresmt that a town would
grow where Lemberg now stands. The C.P.R. had planned a branch
line to the north, close to the Primitive Methodist Colony location.
(Who knows the fate of some of the C.P.R.'s grandly proposed
branch 1lires!) Then, as Mr. Mann poirts out, the town waé also

5
planned more in the location of St, Michaells Catholic Church
than it is. St. Michael's was constructed with an eyve to where
the town would be; instesad, it is now left on the outskirts.
However, once people did discover where the town wo 1ld be tuilt,
there was a great rush to build homes and businesses, and an
enormous influx of people both from the east and from the main line
to the south.

Lemberg and the Kirkella Branch Line of the railway essentially
marked the end of the "pioneer" period in that area. For with the

railway camé the easy transvort of food and even luxury items, and
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a more accessible market for the settlers' pgrain. Men who had
hauled grain 15 or 30 miles, now only had to take it 3 or 6 miles.
And to many who had strugrled for twenty vears to settle the
country, with the roughest means and with manydisacpointments,

the railway and th-is little town must have been an affirmation

of their hopes and beliefs that the country to which they had

come had wealth and potentisl,



Map Showing Approximate locations
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The Rosewond diatriet and open Tend nopth of the valley
wewe ather snctinre of the mnieinal4t s whinh wae settled
*ar1y.e Mich of thig grep wae talar ) by harestesders in
1882 andt 1002, M, hemestesdare come from the Bel] Far= 3¢
Tndten Head, Ontarin and meny others drive in from Cak Lake,
wvhich vee the end of the ratlroad e+ +wss time,

Mich 6f the better land in the Pocawns? At-teios uag
Fiven up. The ehtef manson %r the settlers leaving *ha
district woe becauce they d44 ret bhave mttsrie emd prent
to work the Yarnd, Tt wes iroossitle to get the MM
Plough o clean, and at that time there weare no A4se
i=plements. Froet 1m0 tank 14%s 511 alme=t ey vear,

The settlers vho moved from the Posewnod distriet maved
Aown An the valley or closer +n +he vallev wheme the land was
easier to vark, and where more water 1as av2ilatle, Sare of
the earlier farilies are ctil]l remerbered: ¥re Hnde who had
&8 store snd Dozt ~P%ice in the valley; what is now known as
Hyde H411 on Nurber 47 Highway 1s named after My, Hyde, The
¥cleod family settled 4n 1882, Mr, N, Meleod was qite sctive
in L.I.D, snd helned to orcantrze the pesent munictality wvhich
is rared after him.

It was not untd) 1892 spd 1907 that 4ntensive settlement took
“lace, The settlers come rom Austpia, The first rroun were
Lutherans who settled around Neudorf and vest tovards lemberg,
The first settlers in the Lemberg ares were brought out from



Mr, Kreinke is making some record runs with his
automobile called "Black Mariah"., One trip last week
he drove s distance of sixty miles,

New fixtures arrived for the Union Rank huilding,
Daily pescenrer service on the railway cormenced,
Snow fell on May 31st.

New tublic school btuilding under constrction. Two
carloads of bricks arrived,

A suit of clothes was stolen from the chinaman.
A nineteen pice band formed and making satisfactory progress,
Seeding all finished, a good crop was forecast.

Mr, Jamieson srrived from Toronto to engage as clerk in
the Wm, Marshall Hardware store,

¥r. B,H, Hall left on a visit to England, taking with
him many views of the west to convince folk that we have a
country of great resrources,

Pirths--at Lemberg, June 3, 1907, to Mr, and Mrs, H,
Ruecker, a doughter,

Pusiness advertiserents throughout the paper, do not
contain the name of any individual person in business today.
Following is a 1ist of names end kind of business appearing

in the 'Leader, June €, 1007':

Union Bank--V.S., Ferguson
Hardware--Teskey Bros,
Gen, Store--Jas, Horne
Hardware--W,J, Marshall
Law Office--Bee & Hall
Putcher--Wm, Morris
Blackemith__Georee LeCain
Barber--J,W, Bishop
Imnlements--Eckess & Co,
Flour ¥i11--F, Karlenzig
Implements--G,G, Rattray
Jeweler--0,D, Bowlby
General Store--Kreinke & Thomson
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"THE LEMBERG STAR® FRIDAY JUNE 2L, 1055

"Rowland H, Hall®

"At this point of briefly narrating the 1ife story
~ of the above named gentleman, we pause to offer tribute
to a genuine Saskatchewan ploneer--Rowland H, Hall,

Born in Enpland in 1864, he received his education,
A 1ad of 19 vears he ceme to Canada to see for himself what
the new prairie country had to offer. First settling in
Grenfell community, he engaged in various tyves of work.
rostly favoring ranch 1ife resching from Montana inte the
Canadian Rockies, Later he acquired land in the Qu'Appelle
Valley, a few miles west of Crooked Lake; there he opened
his own ranch,

From there he moved to Pheasant Forks and in nartner-
ship With the late T.M, Beo, conducted a general store,
In 1904 the same two men opened a real estate office in
Lemberg, continuing until 1912, when Mr, Bee withdrew from
the partnership, moving to Regira, From then until seven
years ago, Mr., Hall continued the business under his owm
name; retirement becoming necessary due to his advanced age,

In his esrlier 1ife Mr, Hall was active in community
life. He playved a prominent pert of the town's Dlanning

and organization of the first school district, He served
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slvays my Job to set the batter, then knead the dough, and

make sure 1% vae vramed up with fVery overcost and spare

blanket in the homse. Yon Mt 1t close to the etnve, Hrmesg

were none too warm in those dayn and bread Saking was ar ot
and a chore, My mother would bake the bresd vhile we were
st schonl,

As & boy I recall how seriously the older en le tonk
their politics. Only men voted then. The first -rovineial
elections were held on Decermber 4, 1905. Thers wvere only
25 constituencies then, One partienlar evening the Libe-als
end Conservatives held reetings in the towm, Dr, Elliott and
Levi Thompson, both of Wolseley, were seekines elaction--tory
versus grit. At the Liberel meeting word was sent *hat there
wes a fight at the Elliott meeting so evervhody miched out,

The ruror was a hoax, but it increased the audienrce at his
meeting. My notes show the final results at the election was
Elliott 715., Thompson 695, For the 1908 election the Wolseley
contituency was dro ped and Lemberg was in the North Qu'Appelle
constituency, After theedection they stil]l were re resented
by a Conservetive who defe ted the late W.R, Motherwell, I
#lso recall at the next election in 1912 constitutionsl trouble
developed and the sitting member resirmed, J.G, Gardiner was
elected at the by-election on June 25, 1914, In 1905 the

House of Comm-ns re resentation was six, snd four senators,
Lemberg was in Saltcoats federal constituency,

My older brother had seversl wolf hounds and we did a lot
of hunting sround Lemberg and when on the farm near Duff, In the
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January 4, 1907

Moved by Mr. S, Acton thet W, Sharve he reensaged as
Sec, Trers, Asscssor for the sum of $30 per veesr.

Moved by Mr. R, Acton that L feet pare fence te wut

around school, Cancelled due to poor crop. Som-leted in 1908,

1908 Mr. Bergey engaped--$660 for 210 days.

1910 R.V. Allen engaged for $60 per month. Fire guard
inside south fence. S. Acton $10 for library., A,
Thompson tristee,

1911 First Flap,

'1912 Vr., Williarms teacher--$720 per year,

1913 Mr, T. Hall $720. Caretaking and repair $40 per yezr.

July Moved by Mr, Reucker, 2nd by Mr. Jamieson that Miss Annie
McKiﬁnon be reengaged for 12 months at $780 Der annum,
1921 Moved by lMr. Calcutt, 2nd by Jos., Acton that we build a
new school in 1921,
This was }r. Johnson's last meeting. Ebbentu;es amounting
to $7000 for purnose of huilding and equipping new school,
1925 That R.A. Acton receive $15 as wage for truant officer.
1921 Mr. Joe Acton, 2nd Mr, Herndier that Mr. A, lhompson be
tendered a vote of thanks for his service in getting material
hauled for erection of new school, and that trustees send
him és a delepate to the school trustees convention.
July Teachers salary $1100-1200. Sold old school to R.W.
1923 :
Acton for %150,
1930 That to keen taxes as low as possible the teacher be asked .

to take 20% reduction in salary.
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I heard my first gramaphone at a Pheasant Forks cencert,
Mr, R.H. Hall had brought it to assist in the crogram, We
thourht 4+ was wonderful! IFhad a horn, like the ads "his
masters v~ice™, and though the rusic left ruch thst could
be desired it was very much avpreciated. Mrs, Sharpe had
a parlor organ, but it too had secen better days and fequired
a lot of foot pumping, tut I derived a good deal of pleasure
from it iust the same. I also had an autoharp, it woo wasvused
in local concerts and with one or two mouth organs produced
items of rusic? Those (homemade) concerts did much to develop
a community interest, held always in the "little o0ld red school
house®, and satisfied a need in those cold, snowy days of
winter when people would come with their teams and sleighs
and bells on their harness. As I look back on those davs I
realize they were happy times and with no one at the door to
collect y~ur money, it was all free, wholes~me fun, and we
didn't mind the cold, too much.

Some of the men folks had buffalo coats and almost
everyone had a tuffalo robe to cover up in a sleigh or
cutter, or a tanned cowhide; they really kept out the cold,

Another thing I might mention, anytime one was out
after dark there was always a light left burning in one of
the windowvs as aAguide, it was erasy enough to get lost if a
storm blew up and covered the trail, though the horses

usually knew their way home. I had often been out with ny
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Acton had their own model. A hand-made sleigh with a trunk
on top for passengers, Hauled by Topsy, the Shetland. This

afforded a lot of amusement if nothing else,

L2t 1 ]

Short Iterms of Int=rest

Mr. MacDonald of Wapella tells of some temueratures and
rrices, The first frost in 1883 was on Aupgust the 28, 1883,
On January 1884, the thermometer dropped to 46 below.
Implements--1ong beam, long handled breaking plow--cost
about $25. Other implements, scythes, and sharpening stones
(grind stones). Wnooden hand rakes with wooden teeth, harrows,
wagons and c£¥hles. Oxen cost as much a2s $100 or more per ox, and
$9 for each set of narness. The small amount of grain was threshed
with & flail and minnowed in the wind., Some barley was oouned
in a hollowed out stump until all the chaff was removed. Kernels
boiled, He tells of the Bell Farm being successful with a vield
of 20-25 bushels of wheat, with 1little straw from 30 aeres. The
horse power thresher took 2 men to handle the wheat and ore to
handle the straw.

. Women used straw to braid hats. Starch was made from raw
prtatoes and a poor brand of coffee was made from roasted wheat.
Everybody was familiar with elbow grease and was not afraid to use
1t.

PHEASANT FORKS
Got its name from the partri‘re or prairie chicken which were

so plentiful when +he settlers arrived. They thought it resembled
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For their Thanksgiving supper each member was asked to donate
1 platter meat; 1 light cake; 1 dark cake; 4 pies; 1 salad; 1 jelly;
1 1b. butter and 2 loaves of bread.

This covers the period from Sept. 22, 1909 to April, 1911. Ko
meetings were held from October 10, til April 1911. There was a
1912 membership of 20, but no minutes, |

Mrs. Henry and Mrs, Baunders were appointed delegates to attend
@ convention in Moose Jaw in April, 1909,

Lemberg W.M,S,

July 24, 1906 .

Lemberg ladies met at the home of Mrs, Hilborn on July 24, 1906
for the purpose of organizing a W.M,S, (Women's Missionary Society).
Mrs. Wilding was President, Mrs, Henry Joined W.M.S. in May, 1908,
and became Treasurgr at the same meeting., Aunty Martin addressed
the June meeting.

The Methodist W.A, was organized in 1909,

No minutes of interest kept for some time. They catered to a
sports day tea (15¢) Aprdl 21, 1916. At one meeting Mr. Charlton
moved that the Old Maids of the organization serve tea. M. Pearce,
N, Gamble, E. Neely, Miss McKen. |

June 25, 1919: Moved by Mrs. McDowell 2nd by Mrs, Neely
that Mrs. Knoke be president of new organization re Ladies Aid., On
June 28, 1919 a hot dinner and cold supper were served in the diniing
room of Mr. Arbuckle's hotel. $191. Expenses $30.30.

November 213 Decided to dispense with bazaars and each lady
donate $5 instead at December meeting.



lunches were served after card pPlaying and a social time enjoyed,
Prizes were given at the end of the winter,

Red Cross socials were mt on in different homes, The first
one was put on at the Jamieson home in the fall of 1914, I met
@ lot of Lemberg people this evening. Mr. and Mrs. Jas, Gardiner,
I believe his wife passed awvay the following year. Also Mrs,
Henry whom Mr, Henry introduced as Miss Henry, causing a laugh .,
The program consisted mostly of singing, Miss M, Pea.qu: and
Marjory Dobson singing solos. Some of my pupils sang "Tenting
Tonight."

Another Red Cross social was held at the home of the Actons.
Again, many Lemberg people came as well a8 Lawson's, Jackson's and
Wn, Olivers. Mr. Oliver sang “Green Grow the Rushes 0O,"

Each year a commnity picnic was held over on sec. 9 across
the road from the Actons, Later they were held on the H., Konawal
farm. People came from far and near, Ball games were played,
mostly football and the usual races, tug-of-war, etc., were enjoyed
by many.

Ice cream was home made in o freezer holding 24 gallons. The
c¢ream and eggs were not stinted in the making, It was the best
ice cream I had ever tasted, but it took a lot of turning to make
it. Lemonade, bananas, candy, etc, were sold from a booth, Supper
served from home made benches and tables were the very best. Those
Picnics were the high 1ight of the year. Everyone enjoyed the
games, racing and food, and everyone helped,

Dance and box socials during the winter were popular in nost‘



